We read with interest the recent article by Morin et al. (J. Neuroimmunol. 184, 164-171, 2007) which the authors had entitled "Neutrophils invade lumbar dorsal root ganglia after chronic constriction injury of the sciatic nerve".
The title of this paper surprised us because we have frequently stained using immunohistochemistry for neutrophils in dorsal root ganglia (DRGs) of rats after a variety of sciatic lesions but we consistently fail to find evidence of other than the rarest instance of neutrophil invasion. It is certainly the case that neutrophils, demonstrated using a commercial antibody specific for rat neutrophils (Accurate Chemicals, USA; Perkins and Tracey, 2000) or an antibody to S100A8 (produced by Carolyn Geczy), are present in increased numbers within the meninges and perineurial membranes around the DRGs and spinal roots. They occasionally appear close to blood vessels within the parenchyma, but it is very difficult to say that they have invaded the parenchyma. It is also notable that they often appear in the membranes around the DRG (particularly at the sub-arachnoid angle) on the contralateral side and this may occur more frequently than in naïve animals.
We attach micrographs showing typical fields taken from two rats, each at 1 week after a chronic constriction injury, one stained for neutrophils and the other S100A8. These animals showed pain behaviour (see Hu et al., 2006) . We have confirmed by staining nuclei with DAPI that these cells are polymorphonuclear. We have seen similar images after sciatic transection (n = 8) and spinal nerve transection (n = 5), as well as chronic constriction injury (n = 5).
Among the most abundant proteins expressed by myeloid cells are S100A8 and S100A9, which together form a heterodimer which constitute ∼ 45% of neutrophil cytosolic protein (Hobbs et al., 2003) . The antibody to S100A8 does not 
